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(B00g8s jut daad Gulawlall casiall The Palestinian Museum - Non-Governmental
Jie igang anidis aiulawld 8185 jujenl dwySs Association dedicated to supporting an open
Ll (p pslusg candall 2335 . Jgallg “,.b.n" Saagaaall and dynamic Palestinian culture nationally and
2033 jolatay lgaaiaag lgaslasy Gulawld Auls o Sililg internationally. The Museum presents and engages
dzaddasll aalylly Akelall guyliall Ausls Ak Doy LaS with new perspectives on Palestinian history, society
Bpoladll 2l gy)liall anl af gog (3)Sanall @layly and culture. It also offers spaces for creative ventures,
Odlawld ($ educational programmes and innovative research.

Salawld (aujps 48 .o (anzall gls Museum Street, PO Box 48, Birzeit, Palestine
+970 2 294 1948 :casls tel: + 970 2 294 1948
+ 970 2 294 1936 : usld fax: + 970 2 294 1936
info@palmuseum.org :;5;SIl sl email: info@palmuseum.org
:olagleall (s asjal For general information:

www.palmuseum.org

Gralanall canzall :g s Je Lgals Facebook: The Palestinian Museum
@palmuseum :ysg5 Twitter: @palmuseum

palmuseum :alyaiul Instagram: palmuseum

ioadyll iyl ggplio gB9a l)9) Visit the Palestinian Museum Digital Archive:

www.palarchive.org

£9pio gdga l9)9) Visit Interactive Encyclopedia
:azialnulall 2508l Ailelas)l Acguwgall of the Palestine Question:

www.palquest.org

2019 3jlasll ol 1Y 335l Je Joobs ralamdall caszall The Palestinian Museum won the 2019
Allg adllall cilasaas ( sabll ausdll 3lgidl Jassg Aga Khan Award for Architecture and is LEED-
elpadll aunyil 95.3)33” oulaall ¢ (LEED) certified Gold by the U.S. Green Building Council.
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This booklet features reflections from the research-
ers involved in the project Protecting Palestinian
Cultural Heritage in Masafer Yatta, showcasing their
knowledge and experience.
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The project Protecting Palestinian Cultural Heri-
tage in Masafer Yatta has three main aims. Firstly,
to archive a collection of video interviews conduct-
ed with elderly residents of the threatened Masa-
fer Yatta area. Secondly, to develop the capacities
of young archivists in the field of digital archiving,
and thirdly, to provide access to the newly digi-
tized items to audiences and researchers on the
platform of the Palestinian Museum Digital Archive
(PMDA). The villages of Masafer Yatta, south of
Hebron, have a rich and diverse cultural heritage.
The project aims to shed light on the area, empha-
sising its integral place in the heritage of Palestine,
and encourage the area’s youth to discover and
safeguard their cultural heritage.

Masafer Yatta includes 33 Palestinian Khirbah
(hamlets) and villages to the southeast of the city
of Yatta (26 kilometres to the south of Hebron.) It
is one of the many areas threatened with forced
displacement, and the methodical erasure of its
tangible and intangible cultural heritage by the Is-
raeli Occupation.
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My name is Ibrahim Makhamreh, | am 26 years old and from Khirbet Bir al-Idd. | have a
diploma in Renewable Energy and participated in several intensive courses in this field. My
village is located at the edges of ash-Shafa (a name that refers to an area slightly higher
than its surroundings), near Masafer Yatta. It is around 200,000 square meters and is filled
with many Roman ruins. Three years ago, | joined the projects On Our Land and Protecting
Palestinian Cultural Heritage in Masafer Yatta, focusing on oral history. Back then, | knew
nothing about the topic and assumed the project would simply be a brief workshop. How-
ever, after looking deeper into the details and different elements of oral history, | realised
its importance and it got my full attention. As a result of the two projects, | have exten-
sive knowledge on the matter, and have memorised much of our popular heritage. | also
learned how to form words and sentences into a cohesive text. This was difficult at first but,

with time, | was able to write a script that spoke for both myself and my group. | am grateful
for this experience and to everyone involved in educating us on traditional heritage. | have
no doubt this will benefit our people and help us to protect our heritage.
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| am Ibrahim Nawaj'a from Sussiya, a Palestinian village locat-
ed to the southeast of Yatta in Hebron. Classified as Area C,
which falls under full control of the Israeli Occupation, around
four hundred people live in the village, rearing livestock and
cultivating olive groves. | finished my studies in Documentary
Film Production at Dar al-Kalima University in Bethlehem, then
joined the projects On Our Land and Protecting Palestinian Cul-
tural Heritage in Masafer Yatta. | was tasked with documenting
workshops and meetings. As the ideas started to develop, both
projects became a priority for me, as ultimately, they concern
me, my family, and my village. An ancient heritage lies between
the valleys of my village and the summits of its hills. The Israe-
li Occupation is stealing this heritage. Now, | feel obliged to
highlight the true history to challenge the Israeli Occupation’s
narrative. Today, | am not just a solo researcher, but a staff mem-
ber at Dar al-Kalima University working on the production of five
documentaries about Masafer Yatta.
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I am Inshirah Jundeyyeh, a second-year Public Administration stu-
dent from the village of Tuba in Masafer Yatta. | am well-informed
about the reality of marginalized villages, which is why | chose this
photograph. It shows the two main sources of income in this area,

farming, and herding livestock.
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| am Basel Adra from Tuwani. | chose a photograph of a Taboun
(traditional clay oven), surrounded by birds (a symbol of freedom)
to share with you. Personally, | love my village for its enchanting

view of Masafer Yatta. The photograph shows how life can be
beautiful, as if the occupation did not exist.
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This is my father's land in spring in all its glory, covered with white
mustard in Khirbet al-Dagaygah. Being part of the Protecting Pal-
estinian Cultural Heritage in Masafer Yatta project, brought me
closer and more connected to my father’s land. This allowed me
to hold steady and steadfast in the face of Israeli attempts to

exchange our land with another.
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| am Hamdan Balal from the village of Sussiya, south of Hebron. |
am a human rights activist and have also been documenting oral
history in Masafer Yatta. The photograph | am sharing with you
illustrates the history of Sussiya and the right its residents have to
claim their ancient history and civilization. It shows the rocks our

ancestors used for building, proving Palestinian existence and
their unalienable right to the land from which they were expelled
by the Israeli Occupation.
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| am Khalil Makhamreh, an electrician and home lighting techni-
cian. Oral history lit up my life and taught me a great deal. | am
30 years old and have been learning about oral history for two
and a half years. | completed my studies in Computer Information
Systems, but oral history has taught me that the greatest identifi-
able storage unit is our elderly, who have stored the experiences
and stories of our history and ancient heritage in their memories.
Abu Sabha, one of the elderly men | interviewed, has taught me
that those who have vast memories, such as himself, shall remain

forever young.
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This is a photograph of an old Bedouin carpet, no longer in use
nowadays. | wanted to document this carpet as it forms a crucial
part of Bedouin heritage. Therefore, | joined the project Protect-
ing Palestinian Cultural Heritage in Masafer Yatta to shed light
on the details and history of an area of which | am always proud.
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During my experience with the On Our Land and Protecting Pal-
estinian Cultural Heritage in Masafer Yatta projects, | have learnt

the meaning and essence of teamwork. The projects taught me
that we each have different personalities that affect the path of
others. | chose this photograph because it brings together all
those who have taken this journey over the course of three years
and contributed to forming this rich experience.
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My name is Ali Awad and | am an activist, researcher, and writer from the village of Tuba
in Masafer Yatta. | have a BA in English Literature and currently getting my master’s in
English Language at al-Quds University. The photograph | chose features my grandfather,
Hajj Ibrahim, seen carrying straw sheaves on our land. | was born into a long line of farmers
and shepherds in Masafer Yatta. As a researcher in the projects On Our Land and Protect-
ing Palestinian Cultural Heritage in Masafer Yatta, | had the opportunity to document our
history through an interview of my grandfather. | also learned how to research our history
and how to obtain both general and specific information while developing my communica-
tion skills. This training equipped me with the skills to write in depth about the region and
document our life in the present. One day, this will be the history of the next generation.
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My name is Kawthar Nawaj'a from Wadi Jheish. | have chosen this
photograph because it shows the tents in Masafer Yatta, which,
after caves, are considered the second home of the Masafer Yatta
inhabitants. These tents are made of cloth bags and nylon. While
simple and humble, they provoke the Israeli Occupation Forces,
who insist on demolishing them because they symbolise resis-

tance and steadfastness. Despite the harsh weather conditions
during the summer and winter, the people of Masafer Yatta live
in these tents year-round to protect their lands from being confis-
cated and taken by the Israeli Occupation.
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| am Mahmoud Makhamreh from Khirbet Jinba to the south of Masafer Yatta. | have a BA
in Media from Hebron University and | work as a photographer and heritage researcher in
Masafer Yatta. Joining the projects On Our Land and Protecting Palestinian Cultural Her-
itage in Masafer Yatta reinforced my passion for photography. | am now discovering new
dimensions in photography while documenting the history of my land and its stories. As
a Palestinian, | feel | am now contributing to saving my identity and heritage despite the
Israeli Occupation’s unending attempts to rob and obliterate them.
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Advisors from the Research Centre for Trust, Peace, and Social
Relations (CTPRS) at Coventry University: Dr Marwan Darweish,
Dr Mahmoud Soliman, Dr Patricia Sellick, Laura Sulin.

Trainer: Mahasen Rabus.
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This project was implemented by the Research Centre for Trust,
Peace, and Social Relations (CTPRS) at Coventry University, in
cooperation with the Palestinian Museum and Dar al-Kalima
University in Bethlehem, and funded by the British Council's
Cultural Protection Fund, in partnership with the Department for
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.
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Cover photo: Masafer Yatta by Majdi Hadid






