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ON THIS LAND

To our land,

and it is the one near the word of god,

a celling of clouds

To our land,

and it is the one far from the adjectives of nouns,
the map of absence

To our land,

and it i1s the one tiny as a sesame seed,

a heavenly horizon ... and a hidden chasm
To our land,

and it is the one poor as a grouse’s wings,
holy books ... and an identity wound

To our land,

and it Is the one surrounded with torn hills,
the ambush of a new past

To our land, and it is a prize of war,

the freedom to die from longing and burning
and our land, in its bloodied night,

Is a jewel that glimmers for the far upon the far
and illuminates what’s outside It ...

As for us, inside,

we suffocate more!

Mahmoud Darwish, "To Our Land" from The Butterfly’s Burden
Copyright © 2008 by Mahmoud Darwish, English translation by Fady Joudah

On This Land originated with the Birzeit-based Palestinian
Museum, which had been planning a show on the cultural legacy
of Gaza. That exhibition, like much else, has a precarious future.

In this moment of deadlock, collaboration appears to be the
most potent antidote. The Palestinian Museum, the Barjeel Art
Foundation, and Alserkal Arts Foundation have spirited

On This Land to life in two weeks.

This unrehearsed dialogue between modern and contemporary
art and photographic archives has dual intent. First, to create a
space for informed contemplation: visitors access an
unexpected window onto Gaza, prompted to imagine a possible
future through the prism of a past made manifest. Second,

On This Land harnesses the power of spontaneous collaboration
not only to protect what is being silenced, but to generate a
triangulated and amplified response.

‘We have on this land that which makes life worth living’ is the
opening line of another Darwish poem, one that those who know
this terrain will have committed to memory.
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This exhibition was made possible with support from Crown Fine Art
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The Palestinian Museum Digital Archive |museum

This is a selection of 68 photographs of Gaza from the Palestinian
Museum Digital Archive. These photographs documenting Gaza’s
quotidian life are selected from 17 personal and institutional
collections out of more than 400 that comprise the archive.

The Palestinian Museum Digital Archive was launched to collect
various documents including identification papers, official
records, letters, diaries, manuscripts, maps, photographs, films,
and audio recordings that were under threat of loss, damage, or
confiscation. Such items were digied and made widely available
on a website open for users inside Palestine and abroad in Arabic
and English, to shed light on aspects of Palestinian life, history,
and legacy. A visitor can browse the Archive by exploring the
different collections offered by hundreds of Palestinians to be
saved for future generations. One can also navigate the website
through topics that summarise many aspects of Palestinian life
such as culture & arts, resistance & struggle, displacement &
diaspora, social & organisational movement, everyday life,
education & extracurricular activities, women, and others.

The Palestinian Museum Digital Archive sheds light on a timeline
of over two centuries of Palestinian narratives told from a
history-from-below perspective. It focuses on the average
Palestinian who might be overlooked or distanced by history. The
project also aims to promote a culture of safekeeping and digital
archiving, as well as raise awareness about the importance of
archives and their limitless possiblilities.

Since its launch, the project established a network of institutional
relations with local and international partners interested In
archives in Palestine. It also sought to build partnerships and
strategic relationships with the local community and with other
Institutions working in archives and academic research. All that
was closely tied with the Palestinian Museum’s various research
and education programmes.

Over the past few years, many Palestinian individuals, families,
and institutions offered their archives to be made accessible to
Palestinians in Palestine and in the diaspora, and to anyone
Interested in Palestine around the world, as well as researchers
and artists who wish to use such distinctive archival material in
their art and research.

The Palestinian Museum Digital Archive began its journey in its
first phase on February 18th, 2018, followed by the second phase
on March 1st, 2021. Now it aims to launch a third phase to carry
on with its journey, and widen its geographical scope, relations,
and partnerships inside and outside Palestine.

You can access the archive via: Palarchive.org
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Barjeel Art Foundation is an independent, Sharjah-based
Initiative established by Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi in 2010 to
manage, preserve and exhibit an extensive collection of over
1,200 pieces of Modern and Contemporary Art from North Africa
and West Asia. The foundation’s guiding principle is to foster
critical dialogue around modern and contemporary art
practices, with a focus on artists with Arab heritage
internationally. The foundation strives to create an open-ended
Inquiry that responds to and conveys the nuances inherent to
Arab histories beyond the borders of culture and geography.
Since its Inception, the Foundation has held 40 art exhibitions
both locally in the United Arab Emirates, and internationally in
cities like Singapore, Paris, London, Berlin, Toronto, New York,
Boston, Tampa, New Haven, Amman, Kuwait, Alexandria, Baku
and Tehran-allowing global audiences to gain first-hand access
to Arab art. Notable collaborations include projects like ‘The Sea
Suspended’ at the Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art (TMoCA)
iIn 2016, and ‘Taking Shape: Abstraction From the Arab World,
1950s-1980’ at the Grey Art Gallery, New York University in 2020,
which went on to tour four additional venues in the US. The
Foundation has also loaned artworks to over 130 institutions
globally, including museums like Tate Liverpool and Tate St. lves,
MoMA PS], The Art Institute of Chicago, Mori Museum, and
others.
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Alserkal Arts Foundation is an independent non-profit dedicated
to instigating new knowledge through support for research and
cultural production. The Foundation commissions artistic
projects, hosts and conceptualises exhibitions, and supports
alternative learning. Its cross-disciplinary, research-led
residencies are open to researchers, writers, and artists, and its
Research Grants are awarded to individuals and collectives who
disrupt conventional models and methods.

Alserkal Arts Foundation believes in responsive, context-specific
programming imagined by the researchers it hosts and supports.
It bridges diverse disciplines by creating spaces of congregation,
fostering opportunities for critical reflection and production. Its
work is regionally aligned, grounded in the MEASA region, and
looking outward.

Alserkal Arts Foundation is part of Alserkal-a socially responsible
cultural enterprise based in Dubal, and is supported by
Abdelmonem Bin Eisa Alserkal, Ahmad Bin Eisa Alserkal and the

Alserkal family.
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Abu Ali’'s grandchildren in his house in Shati refugee camp
in Gaza. (March 2004)

Two mothers with their children in Jabalya refugee camp,
Gaza. (1992)

Employees of the Ministry of Finance receiving Yasser
Arafat, Gaza. (1994-1995)

Taken in the Shati Palestinian refugee camp, a glimpse of
two girls standing near a shop selling paintings by the
Palestinian artist Fathi Ghaban. (1987)

Taken in Gaza City, when there was no fishing harbours in
the Gaza Strip, a glimpse of three fishermen drinking tea
and preparing their fishing nets (from the right side of the
photo is Abu Ali and the names of the two other fishermen
are unknown). (1987)

Children with their mothers in the Jabalia Palestinian
refugee camp. (1987)

Children going to the beach in the trunk of a car, Gaza.
(August 2004)

A glimpse of a sit-in in front of the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Gaza.

‘abdel-‘aziz Misk on a teachers' trip to the Gaza Beach.
(1969)

Amal al-Qasim at the beach, Rafah. (1990s)

Boys selling ice cream and sweets on the beach in Gaza.
(2004)

Ellen Abu Rumman with her son lhab in her arms and her
daughters Maha, Hala and Muna on the Gaza beach. The
family was accompanied by the housekeeper who is
wearing the Gazan traditional thobe, which is called
"Heaven and Hell." (1953)

Abu Ali’'s granddaughters spending their day off on the
beach in Gaza. (August 2004)

‘abdel-"aziz Misk with teachers on a trip from Jerusalem to
the Gaza beach. (1969)

‘abdel-"aziz Misk on a teachers' trip to the Gaza Beach.
(1969)

Salim Azar with a friend. (1980s)

Khitam and children Suhair and Hashim Barquny, Gaza.
(1965)

A group of people planting Molokhia in Gaza.

In Abu Ali’s house in Shati refugee camp. (March 2004)

A taxifor Etimad Taxi Service in Gaza. (1973)
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The Joss Dray Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Omar al-Qasim Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Zahira Kamal Collection

The Abdel-Aziz Misk Collection

The Omar al-Qasim Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Maha Saca Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Abdel-Aziz Misk Collection

The Abdel-Aziz Misk Collection

The Salim Azar Collection

The Mohammad Batrawi Collection

The Yousef Qutob Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Etimad Taxi Collection



Miss Dahman makes bread for the whole family in Al
Shejaiya neighourhood, Gaza. (Summer 1997)

A group of people fishing from the sea of Gaza.

One of the many participants at the memorial service of the
Palestinian poet Mu'in Bsaiso in Cairo, the capital of Egypt.
Of note, Bsaiso had passed away in London due to a heart
attack. His body was then flown to Tunisia and from there
to Cairo, where he was buried. Israel refused to allow his
family to bury him in the Gaza Strip. (1984)

Mary Khas, in charge of the protection unit in UNRWA, in
the Gaza Strip. (1987)

A shaheed's son from Gaza, and another's from Jenin,
during an honouring ceremony for shaheeds held at El-
Hakawati (The Palestinian National Theatre) al-Quds.

The Azar family in their house in Gaza.

Salim Azar with children from Azar family.

Salim Azar and two nuns building their house in Gaza.

A woman with sheep in Al-Masdar village in Gaza.

Members from Abu Ghazaleh family in front of a relative's
house in Gaza.

Dawud and Huda Azar's wedding.

The Azar family at the Veterans' Orchard in Gaza. Shown
right to left, Dawud, Grandma Adele, and Nuzha Azar.
(1960s)

A studio group portrait of Azar Family on Palm Sunday.
Shown right to left, Dawud, Shalil, and Huda.

Jeryes Abu Rumman with friends in his house yard in Gaza.
(1952)
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The Joss Dray Collection

The Yousef Qutob Collection

The Palestine Red Crescent Society
(PRCS) Collection

The Joss Dray Collection

The Siham Barghothi Collection

The Salim Azar Collection

The Salim Azar Collection

The Salim Azar Collection

The Yousef Qutob Collection

The Ilham abu Ghazaleh Collection

The Salim Azar Collection

The Salim Azar Collection

The Salim Azar Collection

The Maha Saca Collection
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Palestinian women in front of the Azar family house Gaza.
Shown right to left, unknown, Huda, and Nuzha Azar. (1965)

A woman reading a newspaper in the Jabalia Palestinian
refugee camp, north of the Gaza Strip. (1987)

A group of fishermen in front of their shacks in the Gaza
port. (August 2004)

The first Bedouin festival, Deir El Ballah. Two traditional
musicians singing and playing the flute. (August 1995)

Fisherman Abu Alkhair and his grandchildren posing in front
of model of a shipping boat in Al Shati refugee camp.
(August1994)

A woman with sheep in Al-Masdar village in Gaza.

Arna Mer-Khamis with children in an UNRWA kindergarten
in the Rafah Palestinian refugee camp, south of the Gaza
Strip. (1987)

Wadi and Farajni Tarazi. (1949)

Huda and Nuzha Azar. (1960s)

Nuzha Azar, left, with her friend, ma king stuffed zucchini at
her family's house. (1970s)

A woman from Abu Ghazaleh family with a child from Gaza.

A group of children in Khan Yunis, Gaza.

Abu Mo'in, an UNRWA driver, holding a photo of his
imprisoned sons by the Israeli Occupation Forces, Gaza.
(1987)

Antone Tarazi with female cousins and little brother Hani in
Gaza. (1945)

The daily life of Adriya’s family in Jabaliya refugee camp,
Gaza. (August 2004)

Taken in the Jabalia Palestinian refugee camp in the north
of Gaza city, this photograph captures a glimpse of Fathi
Ghaban, a Palestinian painter, with his family in their home.
(1987)

Children swimming and fishing in the Gaza port. (August
2004)

The first Bedouin festival, Deir El Ballah, Gaza. A group of
boys in the audience. (August 1995)

Jeryes Abu Rumman with friends at his house yard in Gaza.
(1952)

The couple Eline Auda and Jeryes Mansur with their
daughters in Gaza. (1944)
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Relatives from Abu Ghazaleh family.

A wedding celebration in Gaza. (August 1995)

Al-Ahad School students in Gaza. (1970s)

A group of fishermen on the beach in Gaza. (August 1994)

Found in the collection of the Palestinian Working Women
Society for Development, this photograph captures a
woman and a child filling up bags with seeds during wheat
harvest season in Gaza. (1998)

A DDT (Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane) spraying team in
Gaza to control malaria and typhus during World War II.

The Roman Patriarch's visit to Gaza. The Patriarch is sitting
next to Fahmi Tarazi to his right and Khader Tarazi to his
left, while those standing in the second back row are Suad
Tarazi (fourth from the right) and Jabra and Antone Tarazi.
(1941)

Salameh Khalil with his colleagues at the Department of
Education, Gaza. (1952)

Ahmad Esmail the Education Department's Director in Gaza
during the Egyptian Administration with his family. (28
January 1954)

The Gaza College Football Team. (1950)

A trip of the Ladies Club of the Young Muslim Women
Association in Jerusalem, to Gaza.

Abu Ali’'s grandchildren in his house in Shati refugee camp
in Gaza. (March 2004)

Abu Akram and his grandchildren at Shati refugee camp.
Their house is by the beach as he refuses to live inside the
camp. (August 2004)

Taken in the Shati Palestinian refugee camp in Gaza City,
this photograph captures a glimpse of mothers with their
children in the UNRWA maternity ward. (1987)
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Larissa Sansour | Born 1973, Jerusalem, Palestine oo (uadll 1AV audigo | jgadiua Luggll
Palestinaut, 2009 | Hard vinyl, height 30 cm o P, gl edun Juduo | 1.9 dalauuld eliné adl)
Ahmad Canaan | Born 1965, Tamra, Palestine Oadouudo (8 ola (1970 audlgo | )leis oAl
The Resistance, 1993 | Bronze, 20 x 40 x 49 cm oo . x €. x €9 (jigy | 199 .aogléodl
Dia al-Azzawi | Born 1939, Baghdad, Iraqg Gl=ll alaxy 199 ayligo | ggljxdl clin
Handala, 2011 | Bronze, 19 x 17 x 29 cm 0 19 IV x F9 L jigy | T
2 | [
Sami Mohammed | Born 1943, Kuwait City, Kuwait cugall (uugadl dugao (d9€F adigo | aono oblw
Statue of Sabra and Shatila, 1982 | Bronze ouu TA % To x oA (Sjigp LuA | IOAT Wiliug ljaua JLodi

sculpture, 68 x 25 x 58 cm

o
3 | Lefttoright

oo puia 19V awdigo | jla adla

Khaled Jarrar | Born 1976, Jenin, Palestine Jlan (0 adubuid alwo Cdouwl | FAIP 6 4iladl 634l

Volleyball, 2013 | Reconstituted concrete from 004 A jg ouu . ad (godxnll Junall
apartheid wall, 20 cm diameter, 8 kg weight

L1jguu (8402 AN aligo | axoall auc 300

Majd Abdel Hamid |[Born 1988, Damascus, Syria Jwall jlaa o dibupAag Jojg alaj | FLIF éudo Jdl deluudl

Hourglass, 2012 | Glass, sand, concrete from ouu 9 P dll oo T elaiyll (g painll
apartheid wall, Height 22 cm, diameter 9 cm

WUl yloe (J9AA audigo | g9lgdl aulg

Walid Al Wawi | Born 1988, Amman, Jordan oAl pouig paudl jlga 6 celli | TV jéu jlga
Passport, 2017 | Manipulated passport and sealing )
Wax a6 6jé 1977 audlgo | axidaudl puuyi

ouu €x1x9 ,6)ga00 digilin | T.IE (Jlawdl 0 Jladl olga
Taysir Batniji | Born 1966, Gaza, Palestine

No Condition is Permanent, 2014 | Engraved soap, £
4x6x9cm

bl g 9ol aligo | pghala io
4 I ouu PE.o x €0 x 1l (g | .1 -1991 ( aldudl
Mona Hatoum | Born 1952, Beirut, Lebanon (0)

Infinity, 2001-1991| Bronze, 34.5 x 34.5 x 61 cm
8aniodl Calyllgll « upxngai AV auigo | glio &iloa

S | duhypolll
o (s o | FIE uboll Jua :dnAjo jié a6
Jumana Manna [Born 1987, New Jersey, USA o T7 % Q. % €9 L &iluapA aies

Unlicensed Porch: Jabal al-Mukaber, 2014 |
Limestone, mortar, wood, concrete, 66 x 90 x 49
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Wall D

1. Laila Shawa | Born 1940, Gazaq, Palestine

Died 2022, London, United Kingdom

Walls of Gaza, 12 Century AD, 1994 | Lithographs,
60 x 44 cm each

T.IT 816611 Wyl 6 (B¢ (19E. 3uligo | Igubdl Ll .|
b2 ioll @500l (ol

Zilegino | 199€ gaulyodl pire LT opéll Bjé oljaa
dagl JAl ouu 1. x €€ dgan

2. Jeffar Khaldi | Born 1964, Sidon, Lebanon

Special Report, 2009 | Oil on canvas, 220 x 240
cm
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Wall F

1. Mona Saudi | Born 1945, Amman, Jordan
Died 2022, Beirut, Lebanon

The Petra Tablets, Adonis Collection, 1997 |
Silkscreen lithographs, 60 x 90 cm each

2. Dia al-Azzawi | Born 1939, Baghdad, Iraq
Bodily Anthem (Tel el-Zaatar), 1979 | Silkscreen
prints, 65 x 64 cm each
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Wall G

1. Dia al-Azzawi | Born 1939, Baghdad, Iraq
Sabra Shatila, 1983 | Etchings, 70 x 100 cm each
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